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were no doubt reduced. Of more importance is the list in the ' Notitia'
of the limites attached to the command of the comes, to the explanation
and identification of which modern discoveries have contributed so much
since the time of Booking. M. Pallu de Lessert gives a good summary
of the present state of the question, but he makes no attempt to explain
the remarkable fact that some of the limites which belonged to the sphere
of the dux Mauretaniae occur also in the list of those attached to the
comes Africae. This, as M. Cagnat has pointed out, can only imply an
extension of the sphere of the comes and a corresponding partial sub -
ordination of the dux to him, and in this connexion one cannot forget
that only a few years before the ' Notitia' was drawn up Gildo bore the
extraordinary title of comes et magister utriusqxus militiae per Africam.
M. Pallu de Lessert calls attention to this in its proper place (p. 21); only
he thinks the rank was purement lumorifiqiie.

There do not appear to be any serious errors in this book, and it can
only be by an oversight that M. Pallu de Lessert has stated on p. 150
that Majorian's expedition of 458 reached Africa and was defeated there.
The fleet was destroyed by fire at Carthagena, in Spain, in 460. It is
rather late in the day to refer to Jordanes as ' Jornandes ' (p. 188, n. 2).

G. McN. RU8HF0BTH.

La Fin duPaganisme, Etude sur les derniires Luttes religieuses en Occident
au 4"* siecle. Par GABTON BOISSIEB. (Paris: Hachette. 1891.)

THIS work does not profess to give a connected history of the events whioh
it describes. It presents us rather with a series of social studies, dealing
with the period during which Christian and pagan ideas and institutions
were struggling together or becoming amalgamated under the rule of the
first Christian emperors. At the same time, the unity of aim and the
point of view selected give a real connexion to the several parts. The work
is similar in character to other studies in social and religious history which
have lately been produced by French scholars, a line in which, at present,
the French genius seems to excel and for which the French language is a
peculiarly suitable medium. M. Boissier may be said to have done for the
West, in a rather more regular and connected way, what M. Petit de Jule-
ville has in his admirable monographs accomplished for the East. TTIH
work is marked throughout by breadth of view, the result of wide reading,
by sympathetic insight into character, and by a delightful sense of humour,
as well as by vigour and terseness of style. He endeavours to maintain
strict impartiality in all the controversies, and to avoid giving them a
modern tone. Le plaisir que j'ai trouve a vivre au milieu des ivenements
du passe m'a permis de fermer I'oreille aux querelles d'aujourd'hui. In
inquiring into such subjects as the number and violence of the persecutions,
he avoids any touch of party prejudice. Yet, in investigating the dispute
about removing the altar of Victory from the senate, he cannot resist the
temptation of advising French secularists to study and make use of the
arguments of St. Ambrose.

The sources of the^work are almost entirely literary. Thus, although
we have reference to newly discovered manuscripts, and to inscriptions,
not much fresh material is brought forward, but the old is constructively
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employed with very good result. M. Boissier has studied the works of
German writers (especially Schultze) who have recently preceded him on
the same path, and uses ancient and modem authorB with considerable
critical power. But the secret of his success seems to lie in the method
he adopts of concentrating his attention on the life and thoughts of a
certain number of typical representatives of the various phasos of social
life, not generally the men of greatest power and genius (except in the
case of St. Augustine), but those whose writings, private and public,
enable us most readily to enter into the spirit of their times. Having
absorbed their ideas and thoroughly realised their tone and their environ-
ment, he endeavours to show us their world as seen from their special
points of view, and thus to appreciate the character and relative impor-
tance of the moral and intellectual forces at work around them.

It must perhaps be regarded as a shortcoming in the work that' it
only touches incidentally the chief philosophic and religious systems which
were of so great importance in the life of the times, and of which our
author seems to have made no very special study. This defect may be
due to the geographical limitations of the subject. The Neo-Platonio philo-
sophy, the cosmological speculations of Gnostics and Manichees, the cults
of Mithras and of the Great Mother, have, no doubt, their origin in the
East, and in so far as they influenced Western thought and life M. Boissier
has not ignored them. He has, indeed, given some account of the position
of Helios-in the religion of Julian, but here he simply follows M. Naville,
and in one or two passages he writes as if Neo-Platonists and Neo-Pythago-
reans were actual followers of Plato and Pythagoras. Of the Manichees
he speaks in terms of scarcely merited contempt. To a complete survey
of Western thought a more adequate appreciation of oriental elements
would be necessary ; but, as already stated, completeness is not claimed by
M. Boissier for his work

To sketch briefly the plan of the volume: the first book treats of
the triumph of Christianity. The author considers the persecution of
Diocletian (which he would attribute more to Diocletian himself, and less
to Galerius than some recent writers have done) and the religious attitude
of Constant!us Chlorus and of Constantine. -The motives of Constantine
seem to him to have been obscured by writers who felt bound to discover
a subtle policy rather than more obvious and simple courses of action. He
discusses the character and origin cf the Edict of Milan,' of which he
attributes the principle to Constantine himself and the wording to the im-
perial secretaries. He thinks that Constantine, in spite of a desire to assert
his own supremacy, meant to adhere all through his life to the policy of this
edict. The character of the reaction led by Julian, his efforts to purify
the polytheistic system, and his measures against Christian influence in
education, are well and lucidly treated, though the movement belongs
more closely, of course, to the eastern part of the empire. The second
book is the most important. It contains a very clear and interesting
examination of tne educational system of the time; and shows how, while
that system was essentially pagan, various causes prevented the intro-
duction of Christian literature into the schools. Perhaps, in treating of
the encroachment of rhetoric over the whole field of study, while popular
political assemblies had ceased to exist, M. Boissier neglects the practical
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importance of forensic eloquence. It seems rather an exaggeration to say
of rhetoric, Autrefoit, ellepr&parait aux luttes politiques; maintenant, elle
devient son but a elle-mSme, since we have evidence that it could yet win
triumphs in the law courts. This is, however, a detail. The main point
set forth is that the chief reason why paganism, so to speak, died hard, is
to be found in the conservative influence of literary education. Par cette
ouverture presque toute I'antiquitS pa'ienne a passi.

In the third book the influences of pagan literary education and habits
are traced in some distinctly Christian works: in the treatise De pallio of
Tertullian, in some strange omissions from the ' Octavius' of Minucius
Felix, in the grammatical and literary studies of St. Augustine (even during
the retreat in which he was preparing for baptism), and in the conflict of
pagan and Christian tastes in the mind of St. Jerome. The fourth book
takes up the rise of Christian poetry. This is, of course, treated both on
the literary and on the historical side. The importance of the Sibylline
writings is shown, in that they contain the one solitary monument of
democratic disaffection against the oppressions of the empire. A section
is devoted to the poetry of Commodian, a chapter to St. Paulinus of
Nola, and another to the poet Prudentius, the typical Gaul and the typical
Spaniard of early Christian society. In the fifth book we pass on to a
description of Roman society at the time, mainly based on the letters and
other writings of Symmachus. The nature of the attacks made on Chris-
tianity by its adversaries, and the kind of compromise which existed in a
mixed society, are illustrated from the literature of the fourth and the
early fifth century.

The sixth book deals with ' the last struggles ' under Valentinian I,
Gratian, Valentinian II, and Theodosius. The attitude of Christianity to
paganism as represented in St. Augustine's ' De Civitate Dei' is the subject
of a detailed examination. The author next considers the view that the
introduction of Christianity was the cause of the fall of the empire. He
takes up in succession each of the main causes of the final collapse, and
shows how they were all of them already in operation before Christian
times. Lastly, the historical views of Orosius and Salvianus on the Romans
and their reverses are examined and compared.

From this outline it will appear that M. Boisaier's book comprises a
great.diversity of subjects, though all of them are grasped from one point
of view; also that he has worked rather with a view to attracting others
to this field than to exhausting its riches himself. ALICE GARDNER.

Palestine under the Moslems: a description of Syria and the Holy Land,
A.D. 650-1600. Translated from the works of the mediaval Arab
geographers by GUY LIE STBANGE. Published for the Committee of
the Palestine Exploration Fund. (London: A. Watt. 1890.)

MB. GUY L B STBANGE, who began his literary work with a spirited trans-
lation of a Persian comedy, has turned his studious attention to the ex-
tensive and very partially digested literature of the Arabs, and, following up
bis version of El-Mukaddesi's' Description of Syria ' in the tenth century
for the ' Palestine Pilgrims' TextSociety,' has produced an important and
even exhaustive work on the geography of Syria during the middle ages,
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